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Tur deſign of this addreſs is to caution young peo- 
ple, who are truly religious, againſt every ſtep towards 
any matrimonial connection which is not according to the 
word of God; and to keep at the utmoſt diſtance from 
every temptation, however agreeable the object, or ad - 
vantageous the offer, in temporal #4 hag may be, 

Some people will probably object, that the ſcriptures 
quoted in this addreſs only forbid the marriage of Chri- 
ſtians with Heathens. It may be preſumed, the reaſon 
why it 1s thought wrong for Chriftians to marry with 
Heathens is, becauſe they would be in danger of falling 
into idolatry. But is not every natural man, baptiſed or 
unbaptiſed, an idolater ? He may not, with Pagans, bow 
to the ſun or the lovely moon walking in her brightneſs, 
nor pray to departed ſaints, as in the church of Rome: 
But has he not ſet up his idols in his heart? Does he not 


fixed on the creature, not on God; and this idolatry of 
the heart feems to be of the worſt kind, becauſe of ; ily 
_ concealment from human obſervation, a for the ſame 
reaſon has the greateſt tendency to corrupt others, eſpe- 

cially in ſo near a relation as that of a Marriage-uniore 

A 2 


love father, mother, life, lands more than God? This 
the 1criptures account idolatry, becauſe the affections are 
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Moreover, is not every natural man at enmity with God? 


Rem. viii. 7, in a flate of darkneſs, 1 Cor. ii. 14, and of 


ſpiritual death ? Rem. viii. 6.—Now, is it likely, nay, is 
it peſtle, that a man who is alienated from God in affec- 
tion, ignorant of his real ſtate as a fallen finner, and of 
Chriſt as the ſaviour of his ſoul, ſhould help a woman 
that loves the Lord, to increaſe with all the increaſe of 
divine grace? Is it poſſible that he who knows not one 
Rep of the way to heaven, to inſtruct another in this jour- 
ney? If any perſon be weak enough to expect it, the 
diſappointment muſt be great indeed. Whatever advan- 


tages men may gain by the Chriſtian name, they are hea- 


thens in heart and life, as to the things of God, till they 
are born again. Nor can they, unleſs converted by grace, 
dwell with God in his kingdom, 2 Te. i. 8. For as 
they know not God by experience of his goodneſs, and 
obedience to his laws, ſo he will not know them by an 
approbation of their conduct, Ma“. vii. 23, Luke xii. 25, 
26, 27. CE > HT 

It may be objected, on the other hand, that the ſcrip- 
tures are ſufficiently explicit on this ſubject, to direct 
every conſcience that is awake, and therefore the addreſs 
is needleſs. Admitting the clearneſs of ſcripture on this 
and every other ſubje& neceſſary to cur holineſs and hap- 


pineſs, it will not follow that all caution is needleſs. — - 


Many doctrines and duties of the goſpel are plain and 
clearly underſtood; and yet much perſuaſion is neceſſary 
to lead to the practice of theſe duties. For inſlance, who 
does not know that meekneſs is a principal part of the 
Chriſlian character? And yet gracious perſons may find 
caution and intreaty neceſſary when provecations to anger 
ſucceed one another like the daſhing waves of the fea. 
Who does not know that the ſcriptures call us to love 
our enemies, W do good to them that hate us, to pray for 
them that deſpitefully uſe us, and overcome evil with 


- 
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good; to take np our croſs daily and follow Chriſt thro? 
evil and good report? But have we no occaſion for argu- 
ments, motives, and intreatics to prevail on us thus to act 
in every trial? Nay, is not all the help we have from 
the pulpit, the preſs, the examples of the pious, the pro. 
miſes of the goſpel, the influences of the Spirit, and the 
hope of everlaſting glory, little enough to excite to all 
diligence in making our calling and election ſue ? ls it 
not, therefore, neceſſary to ſtir up their minds by way of 
remembrance, eſpecially if we conſider how many around 
us, in the ſmall circle of our acquaintance, act contrary to 
{cripture, realon, and conſcience, in theſe matters, by in- 
dulging fooliſh defires and vain hopes, built cn a ſandy 


foundation; and how mary others ſuffer a degree of loſs. 
in the divine life from this cauſe, who are yet refrained by 
providential circumſtances from entering the marriage 


ſtate with perſons of an oppoſite character? | 
Otuers may think, tha: this addreſs might have come 


from a much abler hand—the author thinks ſo too, and 


has therefore waitedin hope that ſomething would be done; 
but as nothing of the kind has come to his knowledge, he 
offers this mite towards ſtopping the progreſs of a grow- 
ing evil, Where the heart is already entangled, there is 


little expectation of reclaiming ;- but ro thoſe who are Kill . 
free, it may poſſibly prove a word in ſeaſon. —Should . 
you reap the ſmalleſt advantage from it, pray for the au- 


thor, and give all the glory to God. 
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SERIOUS ADDRESS, &c. 


Ir is generally granted that the ſalvation of the ſoul is 
of the greateſt importance, and that nothing can poſſibly 
countervail the loſs of it It is alſo readily admitted, that 


the uncertainty of life, the greatneſs of the change re- 


quired, and the labour neceſſary in the work o: our ſal- 
vation, call for an early and earneſt attention to it. 
Hence Solomon ſays, « Remember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth;*” and our Lord adviſeth us to 
Seek firſt the kingdom of God.” But, alas! what is 


_ firſt in the advice of Chriſt is generally laſt in the prac- 


tice of men. Moſt are taken up with ſurrounding objects 
and earthly purſuits: Mirth, gaiety, dreſs, and company, 
lead them eaſy captives, and baniſh eternity from their 
thoughts, The beſt part of life is ſpent in the worſt em- 
ploy ments; the body, ſoul, and ſubſtance are prophanely- 
withholden from God; and either life is cut ſhort, or age 
is loaded with the fins of youth. The infirmities of the 
body are heightened by the terrors of .a guilty mind, 
while death is aiming his effectual dart to hurry the ſoul. 
into a dreadful eternity; there to receive the wages of 


| fin, an everlaſting baniſhment from the glorious preſence - 


of God. 
What a ſingular mercy then is an early acquaintance - 
with the things of God ! To have, not only good inclina- 
nations, but clear convictions of our fallen polluted late by 
nature, and of our actual offences in practice: Not only to 
be reformed from groſs enormities, but to be thoroughly 
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changed in our affections: To love God becauſe he firſt 
loved us. Theſe are peculiarly dear to God, I love them 
that love me, and they that ſeek me early ſhall find me, 
Prov. viii. 17. Like John, the beloved diſciple, they are 
permitted to lean upon the Saviour's boſom, and have near 
acceſs to the throne of grace. They are called to excel 
in holineſs, and, by an exemplary life and converſation, 
to be a bleſſing to mankind. Whatever ſtation of life 
Providence may place them in, whether fingle or married, 
they, if found faithful, may eminently glorify. God, and 
walk in the light of his countenance, till, like a ſhock of 
corn, they are fully ripe for the heavenly garner. 

But the adverſary of mankind will not ſuffer them to go 
unmoleſted ; they are ſure to have all his ſubtilty and 
rage tried upon them: Objects will be preſented, the pro- 
fits and honours of the world will be promiſed by the de- 
cerver, if they will but relax in their endeavours after 
. holineſs, and take up with earthly comforts, He will 
work upon the underſtanding to darken it; upon the 
zudgment to pervert it; upon the imagivation to deceive 
it with falſe colouring, and upon the affections to entangle 
and alienate them from God. Hence unwary perſons are 
caught in his ſnare, the fountain of living waters is for- 
ſaken, and ſouls, once releaſed from the bondage of fin, 
are brought under its dominion again. Some of theſe, by 
the grace of God, recover from their fall, and cleave to 
him with full purpoſe of heart ; while others drag on hea. 
vily, or halt between God and the creature. But when 
the grace of God is retained, and the comforts of the 
Holy Ghoſt are enjoyed, young perſons need much help 
from above to guide and guard them through the viciſſi- 
tudes of life, and to keep them unſpotted in the world. 

And of all dütward changes in this life, none is cer- 
tainly of more importance than that from a ſingle to a 
married ſtate; and ſhould, therefore, be weighed with 


ringed 


deliberation, attended with much prayer and diligent per- 


uſal of the word of God. The law and the testen 
muſt dire& us in this matter, and guard us from making 


a ſinful choice. And on this ſubje& that word 1s clear 


and expreſs; ** Be ye not unequally yoked with unbe- 


lievers,” 2 Cer. vi. 14, 15, is as plain as that :. God now - 


commandeth all men every where to repent.” And this 


prohibition is ſet before us in the ſtrongeſt point of view 


by the following queſtions— For what fellowſhip hath . 


righteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs? And what commu- 
nion hath light with darkneſs? And what concord hath 


Chriſt with Belial ? or, what part hath he that believeth . 


with an infidel ?** Moſt certainly none at all. Hence all 


thoſe that fear God are ſtrictly charged to forbear the 


company, counſel, and practice of ſinners with the utmoſt 


care : To turn away from them as a paſſenger would from 
a thief, or a healthy man from one who has a contagious 


diſeaſe - Prov. 1. 10, 15, and iv. 14, 15. And it is no 


ſmall part of the righteous man's character, that he 


„ Walketh not in the counſel of the ungodly, nor ſtand- 


eth in the way of ſinners, nor ſitteth in the ſeat of the 


ſcornful,”” P/al. i. 2. 


Can it then be lawful for a pious man to make one of 


theſe his neareſt relation upon earth; and by outward 
ties to make her one with himſelf? Not while the before- 
mentioned command is found in the Bible. All the rea- 


ſoning in the world cannot make that lawful, which God 


has ſo plainly forbidden. 
Nor are examples wanting to add weight to the precept. 


If. we turn our eyes to the Antediluvians, we may fee the : 
dreadful effects of ſinful unions. The ſons of God ſa the 
daughters of men that they were fair, and took them wives 


of all which they choſe, Ger. vi 2. Iniquity ſpread with 
an amazing ſwiftneſs, until.“ God ſaw that it was great 


upon the earth, and it repented him that he had made. 
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man.“ The awful deluge quickly followed: Millions on 
millions were cut off with a moſt dreadful ſtroke, and 
made laſting monuments of God's diſpleaſure againſt un- 
equal marriages. 


For that fair ſemale troop thou ſaw'ſt, ſo gay, | 
Yet empty of all good, wherein confiſts | 
Woman's domeſtic honour and chief praiſe. 
To theſe, that ſober race of men, whoſe lives 
Religious, titled them the Sons of God, 
_ Shall yield vp all their virtue, all their fame 
Ignobly, to the trains and to the ſmiles 
Of theſe fair atheiſts, and now ſwim in joy, | 
* And Hugh, for which the world ere long waſt weep. 
MIL rox. 
Sampſon, alſo, was an unhappy witneſs of this evil, in 
the puniſhment inflicted for his fin. His choice of a wife | | . 
from the daughters of the Philiſtines, involved him in va- 
vious and ſore diſtreſſes; expoſed him to many temptations, | | 
which gaining dominion over his paſſions, led him into : 
numerous and great offences againſt God. After ſuch 
conduct, we need not wonder at Delilah's ftealing his 
heart, and betraying him into the hands of his enemies, 
who ſtripped him of his locks, put out his eyes, and wan- 
tonly triumphed in his miſery, while he was painfully 
grinding at the mill. And though he obtained mercy, 
Heb. xi. 32, his fin was puniſhed with death, and his final 
happineſs thereby greatly diminiſhed. 
Should it be ſaid, that Sampſon's going to Timnath for 
a wife, was of the Lord, we anſwer, the journey of the 
; ſpies to ſearch the land of Canaan is aſcribed to God, Numb. | 
xiii. 1. and Shimei's curfing David is faid to have been | 
at God's bidding, 2 Sam. xvi. 10, and yet it appears that | 
the labour of the ſpies originated with the people, from | 
their ſhameful diſtruſt of the divine veracity, Deul. i. 19, &c. | 
and was then permitted by the Lord as a paniſhment of | 


their incredulity. Nor is it leſs certain that Shimebs 


(11) 
carſes were not cauſed by a God of infinite purity, Lam. 


iii. 38, though the ſtream of his wickedneſs was directed- 


by divine wiſdom to fall on David's head. In like man- 


ner we maſt ſuppoſe Sampſon's conduct was diſpleaſing to 


God and his worthy parents, as a thing moſt ſtrictly for- 
bidden, Excd. xxiii. 31, Deut. vii. 3, Judges xiv. 3; but 
when he was determined to have the woman, right or 


wrong, the Lord /{ffered it, and uſed him in that way as 


a ſcourge to the Philiſtines, who had long vexed and op- 
preſſed bis people Iſrael. 


Solomon, likewiſe, after a moſt excellent choice of 
wiſdom when he came to the throne, and ſhewing ſingular 


piety in building and dedicating the temple, was over- 


come by this ſnare ; his glory was veiled, his conſcience + 
diſquieted; and many were probably corrupted by his ex- 


ample, Neb. xiti. 26. 


Ezra and Nehemiah were painful adden of this evil 
The 


and its conſequences, Ex. ix. 2, Neh. xiii. 23, &c. 
former rent his mantle as expreſſive of his grief and in- 


dignation, and both zealouſly ſtrove to ſtop the progreſs - | 


of the dreadful evil. However, if neither precept nor 
example be ſufficient to deter you from the practice, we 
will examine the ſubject more minutely, and. conſider the 
evils naturally reſulting from a ſinful choice, and the bleſ- 
ſings which may reaſonably. be expected to flow from a 
lawful and prudent one. 


We may readily ſuppoſe, that where genuine religion is 


poſſeſſed by one but not by the other, there cannot be any 


ſpiritual union or. communion. 


to a throne of grace for divine help; no mutual delight in 


reading the word of truth; no joint endeavours to ſecure - 

the fulneſs of grace here, or the crown of glory hereafter; | 
but while the one is ſtriving againſt temptation, the other 
is adding to its force in alienating the ſoul from God. 


No intercourſe can be 
kept up on religious ſubjects; no united application made 


—— — —— — 
— — 
—— — 


* # 


612.) 
And if a perſon finds it difficult to keep the life of faith 
without ſuch an hindrance, and to run the Chriſtian race 
without ſuch a weight, what muſt it be with an impedi- 
ment in ſo near a relation ? | 

Again: — Suppoſe a man ſhould take ſuch a wicked 
ſtep, and marry an impenitent, unbelieving woman; he 
muſt either be humbled for his fin and recover the divine 
favour, or continue unhumbled, departing from the living 
God. Admitting the former to be the caſe, which is 
more than he has juſt reaſon to expect, and that he is re- 
ſol ved to have the worſhip of God in his family; the wife 
complies with reluctancy, perhaps ſleeps in the exerciſe, 
is pleaſed when it is ended, and would gladly have no more 

FF this drudgery. What a damp muſt this caſt upon his 
fetvour ! What pain of mind mult he feel on diſcovering 
in her ſuch a temper and diſpoſition ! He had probably 
flattered himſelf that ſhe would readily accede to every 
religious propoſal, aſſiſt in holy exerciſes, and be a plea- 
fing and agreeable companion in the various duties of life. 
How diſappointed when he diſcovers his deception ! 

But again :—The huſband muſt wiſh to ſpeak of the 
things of God, and to order his converfation as becometh 
the goſpel of Chriſt ; but this cannot be pleaſing to a mind 
unrenewed by grace, and we may therefore ſuppoſe the 
will attempt to give a turn to the converſation, and intro- 
_ duce ſomething more agreeable to her own diſpoſition. 

Should he be off his watch and comply, or out of tenderneſs; 
yield to her with, and talk over the news of the town 
and country, of one man's fame and another's diſgrace, of 
the riches of a few or the miſeries of the multitude ; what 
muſt be the effect of ſuch an abuſe of time, but the depar- 
ture of God from the ſoul ! | 

A pious man muſt ſee it his duty, H!kewiſe, to bring up 
his children in the fear of God, and for this purpoſe to 
garb or break their wills, and to correct them for their 
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faults, not ſparing them merely for their crying, Prev. 
X111. 24, and xix. 18. He will find it needful frequently 
to inform their tender minds by giving line upon line, and 
precept upon precept, Deut. vi. 6, 7, and to ſet before 
them, in a living example, the amiableneſs of religion, in 
a ſweetneſs of temper, an affable diſpoſition, a ſerious de- 
portment, and a firm attachment to truth in all its branches. 
This example will ſpeak louder than precept, impreſs 
more deeply, and be found more laſting than all the flow- 
ing eloquence a parent can poſſibly uſe. Theſe little 
ones may reflect in their giddy yoath, This is not liv- 
ing as my father taught me. I am not copying after his 
example. He prayed with me, wept over me, and affec- 
tionately charged me to remember my Creator in the days. 
of my youth, and to ſeek the Lord while he may be 
found.” - But how painful theſe corrections to a fond 
mother, who is ready to exclaim, as Zipporah did, Exod. 
iv. 25, A cruel (if not a bloody) huſband art thou to 
me.“ Her interference will probably defeat the father's 


intention, and harden the minds of his children againſt 
him. 


« Theſe are the product 
Of thoſe ill-mated marriages thou ſaw'ſt, 
Where good with bad Were match'd.“ 


Nor can it be expected that ſhe ſhould inſtruct them in 
religion, while ſhe herſelf is ignorant of its principles, or 
deſtitute of its power; and, what is worſe, example will 
be wanting to lead them in the right way to heaven.— _ 
Unhappy children! you ſee nothing in your mother's 
temper which ſhews the meek and humble mind of Chriſt : 
You hear nothing of that converſation which flows from 
the kingdom of heaven in the heart; you ſee none 
of thoſe acts of kindneſs. to the fatherleſs. and wi- 
dow in their affliction, which evidence pure and un- 


de ſiled religion: She never tells you of the evil of n, 


( 14 ) 
of the love of Chriſt in dying for you, or his readineſs to 
receive you into his kingdom ; and though you ſee and 
hear of ſome of theſe in your pious father, yet he is but lit- 
tle with you to impart the help you need. 


As the difference in their ſpirit and diſpoſition here is. 


very great, the one acting from ſelfiſh, the other from 
divine motives, ſo it may be feared, the effects of them 


will extend through an awful eternity; for ſhould the 


wife continue impenitent, and die without forgiveneſs, 
there is no poſhbility of her entering into glory; and 
how bitter the thought of an eternal ſeparation ! That after. 
the neareſt natural union poſſible in this life, perhaps for 
many years, they muſt part to meet no more : 'The one mutt 
aſcend to unclouded glory, the other deſcend to the dread- 

ful pit, from whence there is no retwra, and in which there 


is no ret, Rev. xiv. 11, while the horrid gulph between 
them will remain for ever 1impaſlible, Lale xvi. 26. 


Hitherto we have viewed the ſubject in the moſt fa. 
yourable light: We have ſuppoſed the man to be hum- 
bled under a ſenſe of his fin in ſuch a choice, and reſtored 
to the divine favour ; but how oſteu has it been otherwiſe ? 
This fin has been like the breaking forth of waters: It 
has led to hardneſs of heart and impenitency of mind, 
which fitted the ſoul for endleſs perdition. 

We have alſo conſidered the ſubject on the weakeſt ſide 
30 another inſtance, by ſuppoſing the man to be pious, and 
the woman not ſo; for the natural ſaperiority of the man 
gives him a right to act according to his own judgment, 
and happily keeps him ſrom many reſtraints. But ſup- 
poſing the woman to be religious, and yet to act in this 
manner, viz. of giving her hand to a man that is una- 
wakened ;' ſhe engages to obey her huſband, and by the 
weakneſs of her ſex, and ſoftneſs of her ſpirit, - muſt be 
involved in numberleſs difficulties. She cannot infift 
upon family worſhip, nor command her houſehold after 
ber: She cannot. expect ſympathy, or a word in ſeaſon 


920 her huſband when weary in ſpirit, and may be re- 
ſtrained by him from ſeeking it in the ſociety of Chriſtian F 
friends. Her wiſh may be to the gates of Sion; but he IM 
[- may inſiſt on her abiding in her tent. She may deſire 
the communion of ſaints, but he will prefer the company 

5 of ſinners, and may daily grieve her ſpirit with their filthy 
| or vain converſation. | 7 

But the common plea for this conduct is, * I hope L 
ſhall gain my partner to the Lord.” Our hope of ſalva- [ 
tion for ourſelves or others, ſhould be founded on ſome * | 
ſcripture promiſe. But where is ſuch. a promiſe, or any 
thing like it, in the bible? In what book, what chapter, 
| what verſe? Do you ſay in 1 Cor. vii. 14. How knoweſt 
| thou, O man, but thou ſhalt gain thy wife? and how 

knowelt thou, O woman, but thou ſhalt gain thy huſband? ”? 

| Nay, the Apoſtle is here ſpeaking to perſons brought to 
P the knowledge of God fince they entered the marriage 
| ſtate ; and to them he gives bleſſed encouragement to hope 

| | their prayers will be anſwered in behalf of their partners. 
But this is quite a different matter, and affords no juſt 
room for hope to ſuch as know the Lord, and yet marry 
perſons who are ignorant of him ; and to talk thus is in 
effect ſaying, that you will go out of the way of duty to 
bring another in; you will tranſgreſs God's law to excite 
another to obey it. Is not this doing evil that good may 
come? Is it poſlible for you to.be ſerious and talk thus ? 
Conſider St. Paul's reaſoning upon this conduct, Rom. iii. 

8. See to it then, that if you engage with any perſon, 
he be not only civil, but ſerious ; not only a hearer, but 
a doer of the word ; not only a profeſſor, but, as far as 
can be judged, a real poſſeſſor of the grace of God, 

You may probably urge, Why, there have been 1 ing 
ſtances of perſons who have been inſtrumental in gaining 
their partners to the Lord.” There may have been 
few, In theſe God has done more than he had Promiſed,, | 
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; 
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and gone out of his common way. Perhaps he ſaw an 
uprightneſs of intention, with a great weakneſs of judg- 
ment; the former he kindly accepted, and the latter he 
pitied. But there have been many inſtances of the con- 
trary kind. Thoſe who had little doubt of gaining their 
partners, have themſelves been drawn away from the 
ſource of bliſs, to ſpend their , for that which is not 
bread, and their labour for that which ſatisfieth not. The 
flame of heavenly love has been extinguiſhed ; the ſeed of - 
life has been choaked, and the laſt remains of ſeriouſneſs 
have been well nigh ſwept from the foul. The heart has 
again been garniſhed with levity, and many things have 
invited a return of the unclean ſpirit with all his wretched | 
aſſociates. | | 

If, after all that has been ſaid, you are determined to 
make the dreadful experiment (which God forbid you . 
ſhould), remember you have nothing to expect, but that 
your companion will be as painful as a thorn in your eye, 
or as a goad in your fide ; that your way will be ſtrewed 


with briers, and your whcle life be a ſcene of affliction. 


And indeed it will be a bleſſing ſhould your ſufferings end 
with life : it will be an infinite mercy if it does not ter- 
minate in your final ruin. And thould your path be thus 
rough, there will be a ſting in every affliction, becauſe +. 
this is the fruit of your fin. You will not be able to ſay, 
It is what pleaſed God, or, It is what was ordained + 
for me. No; you have broken the bounds preſcribed 
in God's word, and are fallen into this miſery. You 
might have walked in a ſmoother path, but this is the 
fruit of your choice. Never murmur, never repine; but 
conſider every thing ſhort of everlaſting torment as ſo 


much of undeſerved mercy. 


But ſuppoſing the perſon you .engage, with be truly... 
pious, yet if there be not a ſimilarity of ſentiment in re- 


" igious matters, it may in many inſtances be a ſource of 


E 


uneaſineſs, by reſtraining free converſation, leading to 
different places and modes of worſhip ; and may greatly 
affect the education of your children. 'Thele things may 


appear of little momeat to thoſe who have never ſtudied 
the ſubject, or who have thought on it ſuperficially ; - but 
in ſo cloſe an union and tender an intimacy, every dif- 


ference in ſentiment may produce very painful and fatal 
conſequences. 


Having viewed the evils reſulting from a ſinful union, 
let us now conſider the happy effects of a lawful and pro- 
per one. Theſe are great as well as numerous. Both 
parties being truly born again, and poſſeſſed of the ſpirit 
of the goſpel, they are joined together in the Lord, and 
are one ſpirit with him. Their joint ſupplications aſcead 
before God with acceptance, and bleſſings of every kind 
deſcend on their quiet habitation. The Holy Spirit takes 
pleaſure in helping their infirmities, and delights to make 
his abode with them. Hence they have not only a ſweet 
union of ſpirit with each other, but can thankfully fay, 
** Truly our fellowſhip is with the Father, and with bis 
Son Jeſus Chriſt,” 1 Fchn i. 3. His gracious promile is 
often accompliſhed, *<* Before they call, I will anſwer; 
and while they are yet ſpeaking, I will hear,“ Ja. xv. 
24. Their houſe is a Bethel divinely guarded. The 
Lord is their keeper, the Lord is their ſhade on their 
right hand, E, cxxi. 5. Their converſation is ſavoury 
to each other, and uſeful to all around them. Bearing 
each other's burden, they ſtrive together foy the hope of 
the goſpel, and build each other up in faith and love. 
Js the one afflicted? The other tenderly feels. Is the 
one comforted ? The other rejoices. If the one diſcovers 
any backwardneſs, the other kindly endeavours to re- 
move it. If any improper warmth be ſeen in one, the 

other, by ſoft words, labours to turn it away. If at any 


Ws 
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time one be overtaken in a fault, the other ſtrives to te- 
ſtore in the ſpirit of meekneſs. What peace in their 
minds! What harmony in their family! What ornaments 
are theſe to their profeſſion ! while they exemplify, in 
the whole of their conduct, the excellency of that religion 
which has ſo effectually changed the natural diſpoſitions 
of their minds! If there be any thing lovely in the mar- 
riage ſtate, it is, it muſt be found in ſuch an union. 

If they have children, it is their mutual aim to bring 
them up in the fear of God, by ſteering the happy me- 
dium betwixt a criminal auſterity on the one hand, and a 
fooliſh indulgence on the other. Correction is given with 


Pity and moderation; not in anger, but in love. It 1s 


preceded and followed with prayer to God for his biefling ; 
and, where the children are capable of it, with mild rea- 
ſoning on the impropriety of their conduct. Proper re- 
ſtraints are laid upon their inclinations ; ſuitable inſtruc- 
tions are given, and juſt motives are uſed to cheriſh. every 
good deſire, and bring to maturity every hopeful bloſſom 
of Divine grace. And all theſe are carried home to the 
conſcience by the example of the parents, who live the 
truths they teach, and by actions explain wiras the tender 
minds of their children could not otherwiſe underſtand. 
Oh ye favoured children of ſuch excellent parents ! 
You ſee in them the meekneſs and gentleneſs of Chriſt 


diſplayed : the ſtrength of victorious grace in their con- 


queſt of the world, their reſiſting the devil, and patiently 
ſuffering the various afflitions with which a gracious God 
may ſee fit to try their faith and conſtancy, You hear 
them talking of the goodneſs of God, the deliverances he 
has wrought out for them, and the bleſſed hope they have 
of being happy for ever in his immediate preſence, You 
ſee in their conduct the features of truth and juſtice, re- 
ligion and piety ; and have the way of holineſs pointed 
out in lying characters. You have many prayers offered 


1 


up on your account, and are under peculiar obligations 
to know and worſhip the God of your father, 

And ye happy parents, who have your quivers full of 
children! P/. cxxvii. 5. What an honour is put upon 
you by your Heavenly Father! who gives you to raiſe up 
uſeful members of civil and religious ſociety ; trees of 
righteouſneſs, to bring forth fruit unto God; heirs of 
glory, to be with you in heaven for ever. The promiſes, 
P/. cxii. 2. Ja. xliv. 3 are to you. The prayers you 
have offered to God ſhall not fall to the ground ; continue 
to pray, and believe for them, and you ſhall ſee the 
glory of God in their ſalvation. : 

Nor does their happineſs end here : for though death 
will execute his commiſſion as ſoon as permitted; and 
ſeparate theſe lovely and loving friends, yet this ſepara- 
tion is but partial, and for a little ſpace: they may ſtill 
meet in ſpirit, and worſhip before the throne of God ; 
the one beſore a throne of grace, the other before a throne 
of glory. And after a few revolving months or years, 
they will meet again, to part no more for ever. Meet 
where ſorrow and ſighing ſhall be no more; where no- 
thing ſhall deſtroy, interrupt, or diminiſh their glorious 
felicity. With what holy rapture will they retrace the 
footſteps of a kind providence, in bringing them toge- 
ther, direQting their ſteps, preſerving their perſons, 
guarding their property, and compaſſing them about with 
ſongs of deliverance! With what ecſtacies of joy and 
gratitude will they review the loving-kindneſs of God to 
them during their pilgrimage below: the anſwers of 
prayer, the profit they received under the word, and the 
many bleffed ſeaſons they had together on earth! How 
will they wonder at the Divine goodneſs in completing 


their union above, and placing them among the thou- 
ſands of Iſrael, while "© 


They ſhout by turns the burſting joy, 
« And all eternity employ 
In ſongs around the throne !*? 


( 20) 

Thus you have a faint view of this important ſubjeR 
on both ſides; of the evils proceeding from a ſinful union, 
and the bleſſings thoſe obtain who are joined together in 
the Lord. You ſee the miſery the former muſt expect in 
this life, and the danger they are in of loſing their ſouls. 
| You ſee likewiſe, what will moſt probably be the effect 
as to their offspring, through a want of mutual endeavour 
and example to lead them in the right way. And laftly, 
what a dreadful ſeparation they are likely to experience 
when the King of Heaven ſhall come in his glory, and 
ſeparate mankind one from another, as a ſhepherd divideth 
his ſheep from the goats: when the one ſhall be received 
with a «© Come, thou bleſſed ;'* and the other be ſent 
away with a Go, thou curſed.” 

It remains then for me to addreſs, and for you to take 
warning, Be perſuaded, my young friends, at all events, 
to make the bible your rule of conduct in this and every 
other matter. Never indulge a thought of piving your 
hand to one that is a ſtranger to religion, though loaded 
with filver and gold. Suffer not the amiableneſs of man- 
ners, the beauty of features, nor the charms of youth, 
to ſteal away your heart; but ſteadily repel every atirac- 
tion of this kind, with It is written—Be ye not un- 
equally yoked with unbelievers.” Whenever you are in 
danger, betake yourſelves to prayer, not under a pre- 
tence of inquiring what is the will of God, but for 
ſtrength to obey a plain command. To pray for infor- 
mation in ſuch a cafe, is tempting God, as Balaam did 
when forbidden to go to Balak. 

But even where there is genuine piety, ſome degree of 
caution 15 neceſſary with reſpect to the unDPERSTAN DING 
of the perſon you engage with; otherwiſe your comfort in 
life may be greatly leſſened. - And this is more eſpecially 
ſo on the woman's part; for every gracious man has not 


a good natural underſtanding, and jf a woman of ſenſe be 
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anited to one of weak intellects, ſhe will not find it very 
ealy to obey where her ſuperior underſtanding ſees an 
impropriety in the command ; but will be in danger of 
wickedly inverting the order of God, by aſſuming the 
huſband's place, or of becoming habitually fretful under 
4 the frequent mortifications ſhe muſt feel from this quarter, 
Nor ſhould the TH ER be unnoticed, or thought of little 

5 importance in ſo cloſe a union; for where this is naturally 
rough and imperious, it will be in vain to expect tender- | 

neſs and ſympathy. This ſhould be conſidered before 4 

any direct dere be taken on either ſide: | 


. « Nor let the cruel fetters bind | 
« A gentle to a ſavage mind, | 

« For love abhors the fight : 

« Looſe the fierce tiger from the deer: | | 

« For native rage and native fear 

« Riſe and forbid delight.“ 


5 Again, it may be proper to conſider the proſpect you a 
have in temporal things, and not to ruſh precipitatelyß | 
into poverty orembarcaſsment. While you guard againſt 4 
the ſnare of a fortune on the one hand (i. e. of taking a h a 
wife or huſband for the saxe of money), do not run into 


the oppoſite extreme: do not plunge yourſelf and family 
into poverty and diſtreſs. Remember Agur's prayer, and 
take care to make it yours, leſt you ſhould be poor and 
ſteal, and take the name of the Lord in vain, Prov. xxx. . 

When you find a proper perſon, let your conduct be 
every way prudent: ſet the Lord always before you, 
P/. xvi. 8. and abſtain from the appearance of evil. Ne- 
ver conform to the ſhameful cuſtom (found in ſome parts 
of this kingdom) of fitting up together a great part of 
the night. Never be longer together than you can be in 
the fear of the Lord, and in the comforts of his bleſſed 
| Spirit. The moment you feel yourſelf in danger of de- 

parting from God in affection, have recourſe to prayer, 
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* cry mightily to him for help, that you may not | 


grieve the Holy Spirit. 

It may be of real uſe to you, benny to adviſe with 
ſerious, judicious friends, who have gone this way before 
you; who can impartially conſider the ſubje&, and may 
give uſeful advice: and this 1s the more neceſſary where 
the affections are at all entangled, and have given an im- 
proper bias to your own judgment. 

Oh, let me prevail with you to take advice ! Conſider 
not the difficulties in your way of duty, but the promiſe 
and power of God. He will help and ſtrengthen you. 
Whatever you loſe in the way, you will not loſe in the 
end ; nay, it ſhall be more than made up to you in this 
preſent life by the peace and conſolation of the Holy 
Spirit, and probably in outward things alſo. If your 
eye be ſingle, your whole body ſhall be full of light. 

The God of Abraham, who proſpered the way of his 
| ſervant when ſeeking a wife for Iſaac, Gen. xxiv. 42, &c. 
will direct your ſteps, and lead you in the right path: 
will give you one who ſhall be an help-mate to you in 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God, as well as in 
things of this preſent world; As your way of duty will 
be made plain by his word, ſpirit, and providence ; ſo your 
union ſhall be crowned with his approbation and bleſſing. 
You will enter this new relation under the banner of your 
Lord, and with a covenant-right to all the inheritance of 
his ſaints. Living, like Zecharias and Elizabeth, who 
were both righteous before God, walking in all the com- 
mandments and ordinances of the Lord blameleſs, Luke i. 
6, you ſhall experience what is ſo beautifully expreſſed in 
Jeb v. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, and 26; and if both 
be found faithful unto death, ſhall receive the crown of 
lite, and be made like unto the angels of God, who 
neither marry, nor are given in marriage. Then ſhall 


that remarkable prophecy, Zepb. iii. 17, be fully accom- 
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( 23) 
pliſhed, “ The Lord thy God in the midſt of thee is 
mighty : he will rejoice over thee with joy : he will reſt 
in his love, he will joy over thee with ſinging:“ while 
all the church of the firſt-born, and the ſpirits of the juſt 
made perfect, moſt devoutly join you in ſaying, . Unto 
him that loved us, and waſhed us from our fins in his 
own blood, and hath made us kings and prieſts unto God 
and His Father; to him be glory and dominion, for ever 
and ever. Amen.” 


HYMN. 


Father of Light, thy needful aid 
To me who aſk impart; 
Miſtruſtful of myſelf, afraid 
Of my own treacherous heart. 


O' erwhelm'd with juſteſt fear, again 
To thee for help I call; 

Where many mightier have been ſlain, 
By thee unſav'd, 1 fall. 


My only help in danger's hour, 
My only ſtrength thou art; 
Above the world and tempter's power, 
And greater than my heart. : 


Me from myſelf thou canſt ſecure, 
In nature's ſlippery ways; 

And make my feeble footſteps ſure, 
By thy ſufficient grace. 


If on thy promis'd grace alone 
I faithfully depend, 

Thou ſurely wilt protect thine own, 
And keep me to the end. 


THE END, 
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